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Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  When do musicians begin playing?
A:  At a church ceremony, usually 10 – 15 minutes before the ceremony begins. Musicians will inquire with your church organist/pianist since they know what is acceptable at their location. At outdoor or other venues, musicians will begin as your guests arrive, usually about 20 minutes before the ceremony.
Q:  What is the prelude and how many song selections will we need?  

A:  The prelude is music played as your guests are seated. You should select at least 3 - 4 pieces. If there is a delay and more music is needed, music will be selected based on the musical style of the ceremony.

Q:  When are Mother’s seated and do we need music?

A:  It is traditional to select a piece for Mother’s and Grandmother’s. This special time lets your guests know the ceremony is beginning. If a unity candle will be lit during the ceremony, the side taper candles are lit before the Mother’s are seated.

Q:  Does Canon have to be played for the bridal party?

A:  No. Canon is a wonderful piece especially for large bridal parties; however, there are many pieces available.  Air on G, Arioso, The Ludlows and Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring are beautiful pieces which are lengthy too.
Q:  Does the music have to change for the Bride?  

A:  No, it does not though your officiate will ask the guests to rise, so this is a great place to switch music.  
Q:  What is the recessional music?
A:  The recessional is the first selection played after the introduction of the bridal couple.  The bridal party and parents will also exit the ceremony area to this music.

Q:  What is the postlude?
A:  The postlude is an upbeat selection played to encourage your guests to rise and leave the ceremony area. 
Q:  How do musicians know when to begin and end?
A:  Musicians will discuss key ceremony points with your officiate or a representative prior to the ceremony.  Regularly performing musicians are well versed in musical phrasing and smooth musical transitions.

Q:  Can you play with other musicians like a pianist or harpist?
A:  Yes!  There are many talented musicians that I love to perform with.  If you have a sound in mind but don’t know who to contact, please ask for a reference.

Q:  Can I listen to ceremony music online?

A:  At www.musicnotes.com you can listen to brief sound clips in the comfort of your own home.  Please stop by my website as well to listen to solo violin sound clips.  
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